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. Artiecle III.
? AFCOLLECTIONS OF LTVCOLN.

Fy Honorahle J.O0.Cunnirgham, Urbana, I1linnie.

"Hig wae no lofty mountain-pesak of minda,
Truasting to thin air o'er e¢loudy bera,
A esea-mark now, now loet in vapore hlind;
Broad nrairie rather, geninl, level-lined,
Fruitful and friendly for all humen kind,

Yet aleo nieh to hesven and loved of lofticet stare,

. . . . . . . 0 . . . . . . . . . . .

For many 2 yeer and many an arce,
While Hietory on her smple page
The virtuees shall enroll
Of that naternsl eoul !--
Richerd Henry Stoddard.
No name in American hiatory evokee greater intereet and
enthualsam, not only among Americane, but aleo amone the nsople

of 211 eivilized lende, then dose that of the name of our firet

martyred preeident.

Great evente =nd esnsd evente in our national hietory traneoirine
eince he ceseed to live and act, heve failed to 4im the nublie
intereet in him. More than thie, hie neme hae hecorms nermanently
etched unon the World'e acroll of fame ae » benefactor of recee and
ac an 2¥nonent of true nobility of cherncter. Notoriety hee given
to othere en evaneesgent fame which fadee with half a pereration, but
1t 1e s lofty charscter an? nereonslity s=lone which wine for aone the

noeition eccuvied by him in hiestory!




The reasons underlying and makine posaible thie condition are
not solely due to his public career as President of a mighty nation
and the Emancipator of a race from human chatteldom, but rather or
quite materially to reasons connected with hies personality ae a man
and member of soclety before hie advancement to the presidential
chair. Thies period of his 1life distinpulshes him and his relations
to history over the great majority of men who have succeeded in
ralesing themeelves above the common herd of humanity.

It was Aurine thie period of his 1life, his unofficial and pro-
feeaional 1ife, that the writer, from politicsl and profeeaionsl
armoclations, wae given opportunities for a somewhat cloee ac-

quaintance with and etudy of the man.

On the 12th day of February, 1809, there wae born to Thomas
Lincoln and his wife, Nancy Hanks Lincoln, in their primitive,
windowlees, cabin home, in what waes then Hardin County, Kentucky,
the ch11ld Abrahsm: so called for his paternal grandfather, whose
tragic death at the hande of a band af marauding Indiane a few
yeare prior had helped to paint the "dark and bloody" eoil of
that State.

It wae to no 1life of luxury and ease that this child of the
foreet wae born! Fortunstely for him and for hie country, "poor
white" pasrentage d1d not entail poverty in mental and moral
qualities; nor does a low financial condition of parentage necessarily
destine the aubject to a2 lowly 1life. American hietory ie rich in
inatances wherein the higheet offices have been filled by the



offapring of the claese known in the South ae "poor white traseh,"
who have tranemitted, unimpaired, mental qualities inherent in the
8cotch and Britiesh ancestry which originally peopled the mountains
and frontiere of that eection.

Lincoln wae born to orphanage--for, at an early age, he loat
hies mother by an untimely death; to a 1ife of toil; to a heritage
of debt; to a youth of etrupele for exiestence. In hie boyhood, no
partial friend made the acquisition of knowledpe easy to him and
paved the way to collegiate honors; no ample librsry at his home or
town afforded him the meane for the acquisition of such knowledge
nor for mental recreation; no egraded echool received him at the age
of eix and matriculated him in college at eixteen. Hie chilahood,
that usual period of poetry, was devoild of every ease, and he wae
early in life inured to toll and privation. Hie school of acience
was only the open book of Nature ss reveasled in the woods and hille
of Kentucky and Indiana. Hies only helpe in gettine on in the world
were hie brawny hande and hie etout heart, enurred con by an American
boy'e ambition. He wore the homeepun e¢lothing of flax and wool
wrought by the lovine and nimble fingere of hie mother, and he early
exchanged the esee of infancy for the labore of the fielde and the
woode. Hie hourae of recrestion were taken from those of repoce, and
hie hande were calloured by the uee of the sxe and the nlow.

hile etately meneione in the esurroundiness of cultured refine-
ment furniehed the homes of euch of his nredecerecore in the nreasidency
aa the Adamses, Madison, Monroe, and Van Buren, the rude forest csbin

wags the home of Lincoln during hias childhnod, and the feeble firelight




hie evening cheer. Even when professional succese had made 1life
for him eseier, it brought with it none of the habits and surround-
inere of luxury.

Hie etory, from hie cabin home in Kentucky to abundant profes-
eionsl euccees in I1linoie and finally to the presidentisl maneion,
wee the story of CGarfield and of McKinley and of many another youth
who, if not reasching preeidentisl honore and worldly renown, has by
well-directed efforte earned fsme in other directione, and has taught
other aspiring youthas the poseibilitiee within the reach of the help-
lees but ambitioue poor who are so fortunate as to be born under our
liberal inetitutions.

Nature made Lincoln a nobleman and a ruler of men: a humble
and obecure birth snd the adverse surroundinge of his childhood
and early manhnod falled to etemp out the imprese!

The numeroue and well-written hiatoriee of Mr . Lincoln tell the
atory of hie 11fe from the eabin to the White House from a onublie
etandpoint; but they only scantily téll of hie 1ife unon the eighth
Judicisl Circult of Illinois, where, from the year 1836 to 1860, at
the firet ae a brieflecns barriater, he wooed succesa at the bar and

in politiee, at the beginning with but a poor equipment of legal

lesrning, and later on profeesional esucceses as an able and conscientious

lawyer. Here he wag matured, and that character which so makees for
him among men wae etrengthened. Here the writer firet met him, and
in thie capacity, =nd se a cempaigner in the political conteects

ocecurring there once in two yeare, bect knew him.

|
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The resder, unacquainted with the unavoidasble conditions
surrounding the administration of Justice in all newly and sparecely
eettled countries, will need be told that to reach the present
condition of dignity and propriety always looked for and found in
our courts of juestlce in the states of the Middle Weet, 2 long atride
hae been mede and primitive conditione have heen overcome.

“hen Jacob Burnett traveled a eircuit extendine from the Ohio
River to Leske Erie, end George Tod held all the Cormon Pleas courts
in Northern Ohio, each traveline on horaeback, with perhape a
retinue of lawyera in hie train, from county toe county, epending nights
in the shelter of the woode, or better, if eo fortunste, in eome
friendly cabin along the route, and dispenced Juetice in eome log
court-house from improvised “benches," a day or so at each county, a
very different condition prevailed from that now aseen in the aame
territories, where, from many elegant court-housee and with a uniform
formality, the eame laws are enforced by many jJudges for the benefit
of a dense and wealthy population.

Similar conditione prevailed in Central I11inoie during a
laree part of the time while Lincoln wase upon the eircuit. Judgesa
Samuel H. Treat and David Davia, his successor, for many yeare held
the nlal prius courte in the fourteen countiee of the eishth Judicial
Circuit, which territory extended from the I1linoie River on the

weet to the Indiesns line on the east, and ineluded Springfield, the

home of Lincoln.




These judges, like Judges Burnett and Tod in Ohio, in turn
traveled their circult on horseback or in rude wagons, with the
waual retinue of lawyere following, of whom, and at least esemi-
annu”1ly, Lincoln was one for many years up to 18260. Urbana, the
reeldence of the writer during many of these years, wae the seat of
Justice for Champaiern County, and there Mr. Lincoln, from his frequent
visits as a lawyer, was well known to all, and his nrecenee unon the
streets was a famlliar one. This was the common lot of all lawyers
who as early as the period of which this 18 written wooed success in
the profession, except in the counties more densely inhabited. Hard
fare, small fees, and little of reputation among a limited clientage
were in most cases the first-fruits of this 1ife.

Thies long-continued association between the two chief characters
above alluded to--Judge Davie and Mr. Lincoln--continued for half a
lifetime ae lawyers tréveling the circult together, or as judge and
practising lawyer when one had been elevated to the bench, and begat,
as war natural where mutual confidence existe ac in that case, a
moet intimate and close friendship between them, which continued

unabated to the last.l

181ngular1y enough, 1t was Judge Davis, the bogom friend and
companion of the War President, whom he, at the first opportunity
after he had attained the high office, elevated to the Supreme
Federal bench, who, after the death of the President, when all heads
and heartes were well cooled, upon the consideration of the Milligan
case, imprisoned by a military court for alleged dieloyalty, an-
nounced the unanimous opinion of that high court in condemnation of
the assumption of the power by the President and military courte to
imprison Northern men for alleged disloyalty, where the ordinary
courts of the country were unimpeded in the exercise of an unquestioned
Juriediction for the punishment of esuch offenders.
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This 1ife upon the eircuit as a lawyer, varied by his partici-
pation in the biennial politiecal contests, upon which Mr, Lincoln
entered when admitted to the bar in 1836, brought him conastantly
into close contaet with the common people as sultors, witnesses, jurors,
as well as with the cabin dwellers along the traveled roads and
traces leading from county-seat to county-seat. They were largely of
the same claemses of people among whom he had been born and with whom
he had dwelt in Indiana and at New Salem. These asaociations tended
to continue in him a love for plain language, plain people, and pléln
living, including a homely style of expreaalng himegelf in eonversation,
upon the rostrum, before Juries, and in putting his thoughte upon
paper, now so much admired by even critics, who have made a study of
hie epeeches and papers. Under the changed conditione of his later
1ife, he never seemed to reek to throw off those early habite of
living, thinking, and speaking, further than to remedy the defects in
pronunciation and grammar; for h s language, as it is remembered and
as 1t has been preserved to us in hise speeches, is aa correect in
diction as 1t 18 homely in style, and free from pedantry and exceseive
use of words.

In court Mr. Lincoln was alwaye genial and courteous, never
quarreling with either the court or with hie brother lawyera. His
arguments to juries were plain talkas, becoming emphatic ae the
oceselon required. The writer served upon a Jury but once in his
life, and then Lincoln wss the attorney for one of the parties, and
hie methods were carefully obeerved and noted. One telling peculiarity

of hls, in entering upon an argument of thie kind, was to begin by



10

conceding to hie sdversary every point in the case contended for
by him which wae not in his eatimation materinl and vital, or which
might safely be granted, thus at once dispoeing of irrelevant pointe
and giving the impreesion of fairness to his opponent. Thie done,
btut no more, his manner changed; and,with the expreesion "But," he
would very simply and plainly point out to his Jury, who by this
time he had well won to him, the real and vital points upon which
the case must turn, and would apply the evidence in the case so an
to show that the only conelusion poseible for the Jury muet gustain
his client's case. If the evidence failed to make this course of
argument possible, and showed the right and law to be with his
opponent, Lincoln wae disarmed, for the art of diessimulation wae to
him unknown.

That he never took cases lacking merit, and in faet tried his
client's case and rendered judgment before accepting 1t, dlecarding
all caesee not absoluteiy meritorious, as some writers have ciaimed,
18 a fiction of the imagination of these biographers. Like other
lawyers, he desired the strong side of the case, but he recognized
in &1l cs=see the right of a candid client or accucsed person to a
fair trisl, and to have his csse honestly presented to the court and
Jury to the best advantage, with 211 the presumptions of the law in
his favor. Thie 1e a course alwaye possible and within the bounds
of the most exasting propriety.

Some commentators upon the 1ife and seeociatione of VMr. Lineoln
have with much minuteneses, and as much error, left 1t toc be under-

etood that in hie intercouree with hie asesoclates the lowest familiarity
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on the part of hie compsnions was exercised and tolerated, in that
he was constantly addressed and referred to in his preeence by the
name of "Abe." Nothing could be sald upon thig phase of hies 1life
whlch would be more erroneous. He was generally addressed by thoee
approaching his age by thekname of "Lincoln,* only; while we of the
younger men who were occasionally with hinm alwayr addreazced him ag
“Mr. Lincoln," with the proper deference. It ia probable that with
his more intimate friende of New Salem and Springfield, the familiar
nickname may have been made use of; but what theese pages profesa to
tell is of hie 1life upon the eircuit and upon the stump. It 1s
certain that in the deseriptione of his great debates with Judge
Douglas, who had known him before then many years and intimately, no
Justification is found for the elaim made in favor of this low
familiarity on the part of hie associates.

Some instances of the demeanor of Mr. Linecoln falling under
the obaervation of the writer will well 1llustrate how naturally,
and at all times and without seeming thought or effort, he met the
people upon the same level upon which he and they had been bred,
may not be out of point.

On the day preceding the now celebrated Bloomington Convention,
held at Bloomington, on May 29, 1856, it having been the firet state
gathering of the elementsa which, when united, formed the Republican
party of Illinoie, Mr. Lincoln wee in attendance upcen the Cirecuit
Court at Danville, in Eastern I11inole, but with the determination

to attend this call and with an intense desire that the convention
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ehould not be a fallure for the want of numbers. The week previous
he had attended the game Court at Urbana; Judge David Davis presid-
ing at both. He had talked the matter of the coming econvention with
political friends in both counties; and on thst day, with quite a
following from both Vermilion and Champalgn ccountices, mostiy of
young men and sympathigzers, of whom the writer wsas one; wae upon his
way to Bloomington. Hie route led the company by the Wahash Railroad
to Decatur, and thence, by the Illinois Centre)l Railroad, toc Blooming-
ton. We arrived at Pecatur about the middle of the afternoon, but
too late for a train to our destination that day, meking a astay there
over night necessary. The afternoon znd evening were to be dlaposed
of in some way; and, aes was his custom when lelesure permitted, he
aaid to our crowd, "Boye, let us go to the woods," This wee scgented
to, and, led by him, we went down to the timber belt then skirting
the Sangamon River, half a mile awsy. There we arrived, and were
gsoon seated upon the body of a fallen tree, lying nesr the roasd in
a thicket of brush. For esome hours in the chade and auitehly
situated for recreation, we remalned in conversation, mostly upon
the topic uppermost in the minds ¢f all, the coming convention and
ite results; but aleo lietening to Lincoln's stories and quaint ex-
preasegions. His manner with hie young followers that long afternoon
wae a8 intimate and informal as if he had agalin met there the young
men and boye of New Balem, and wsa again entertaining them with his
drolleriea. The occasion wae one in which he exhirited what eome

one has called his "grand ungainlinees." Hie interest in the coming
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convention and its outcome océupied most of hie attantion,(and

seemed to be upon hie mind, but other and familiar toples were talked.
"he next day at the eonvention, to which further reference is

hereafter made, which proved one of grest interest and wes in fact

an important epoch in the atate history, he met the foremoat men

of the old Whig party, with whom he had in the past years alwaye gone

down to defeat, politiecally; =s well 2m many prominent Demoerats,
who were in a state of revolt againet Judges Douglag'e leaderehip;
also men of the former Anti-elavery party, & macs of men as yet dia-
united and in a measure diccordant, except upon the one idea of
opposition to the extension of slsvery into the territories, made
poesibie by the lste legiselation in Congrese, for which they held
Douglas responaible.

In this gathering, Lincoln, probably for the firet time in his
life, showed hie great qualities of leadership. It wae not the
leadership of the mereé pelitician, but that generalehip which at
once takees into consideration the end to be eccomplished in the
Tfuture, the material avatlable, and the immediate and remote obatacles

to be overcome. The odde and ende of the 0ld parties not in

sympathy with Douglas were at hand and avellable if fusion was poesible.

In the way of a complete ualon vere certain old leause of the 014

parties, now latent to a hopeful extent, and the intense horror of
the conservative element of the epithet cholitioniet ! But Douglas
nad in a manner hslped in this, for he had long since, and in every

speech made by him, called them all "Blagk Bepublicane," the ating of
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ﬁhioh had in two years pertly worn off. The work o?‘fusion was
well scecomplished by the contact ¢f mind with mind, and the dls-
covery of the fact that they were cone upon the only 14@@8 which
would divide partiees ot the coming nationsl electicon; éhd an
acceptable declaration of principlee wes agreed upon. 1ﬁ t1cket
drswn from pll elemente represented, hesded by Colonel Qilliam H.
Bieerell for Governor, wa= put before the p2opls. HMr. Lincoln himeself
wans made head of the eleetorsl tickat, and really led the party to s
triumphant euccess =o far as the atnote ticket was concerned, though
Mr. Buchsnan carried the olectoresl eleetion. Thisg was the firet
time in the hiestory of the Stste of I'lincie when a Governor wase
elected not of the narty of Juipe Douglaa. ‘

The contrest between the econduct of the Lincoln of May 28,
on the train ep route to Bloomington and upon the log in the
Sangamon wooda, in comneny with hils young pertlsan followers,--
plebeian in demeesnor, gay. rtary«telling; and .common in every
reapect,--and the Lincoln in hie aspearance snd anctlcne before the
convention, the moving epirit in = mese of uncrganized but zealous
men whom 1t was desirable to unite in & common purpose in behalf of
a great movement of the nation for humanity, was a revelation of
his true character and power! There, by his maastery of the situation
and his moving eloguence, he mrde himeel? a atate leader, aes he
became six yesrs thereafter a natlonal lesder! In the former attitude
he was 8 boy armong boye, his equsle there! In the latter he waa

a leader of leadere amons men in a great and untried contest, in
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which he succesefully mobilized discordant elemente into a
united party and led the men forth harmonious and to econquest !

Here for the firat time, it ie claimed, Mr. Lincoln exhibited
the qualities of lesdershlp which during the great Febellion he
proved himeelf to poesess in mo eminent a degree. Those only who
know the wide breach which before 1856 separated the Whige and
Democrats of Illinoie from the Anti-slavery party, which had no
existence in that State save in the northern counties, and were
univereslly known by the offensive epithet of “gbolitionists,” ean
underetand the real difficulties of the task undertaken and accom-
plished at Bloomington. That O0.H.Browning, John M.Palmer, John
Wentworth, ané Archibald Williame, reprecentative men of the old
varties, should affiliate and co-labor in a political campailen with
Owen Lovejoy, Préaident Blanchard, and Ichabod Codding, unon a well-
defined platform of principlees, based upon opposition to the aspread
of slavery in the territoriee, leaving out of sight the moral
agpects of that inetitution where it had legal existence, se well ae
the debatable questions in economics which before then had always
divided the Whig and Democratic parties, wae the anomely snd wonder
of the day! It ie no less so at thie time, with those who survive
and understand the then eituation! The men who conetituted that
convention having moatly passed away, it ie now recognized that to
~the initiative genius and generalship of Lincoln wae it all due. The
conclusion is the correct one.

In October, 1858, and during the contest between himself and

Judge Douglaa, Mr. Lincoln had an appointment to aspeak at the
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Fair Ground at Urbana. He came to the grounds at the hesd of an
immense delegation of citizens, in wagons and upon horseback, which
had met him at the railroad station. His friende among the ladies
in charge of the tables where the inevitable barbecue of all
political gatherings of that day wae to be served to the people at
the noon hour, had prepared for him and for hies immediate attendants
a place at the head of the tables, where the best of the feast had
been placed for his use. He was met at the gate and escorted to
the place prepared for him at the head of the tablea, and was seated
and engaged in disposing of his dinner, when hie eye fell upon an
0ld woman etanding not far away and looking intently at him. He
at once, recognizing the woman, asked her, "Why, Granny," a name by
which he and others were in the habit of calling her, *have you no
place to eat your dinner?" He hed known her ae a waiter and helper
about the hotel where he had been in the habit of stopping. The
woman answered him that she did not want dinner, "Juet wanted to
see you, Mr. Lincoln." He would not have it so, but eaild, "You
muet have a place, here; come and take my place." This the old
lady persistently refused, until he mrose and made her take his
seat at the table while he, with his turkey leg, and bread and butter,
eat down uvon the ground at the foot of a near-by tree, and there
finished hie luncheon. Thie done, he took his place in the speakers'
etand before a large audience, where Judge Douglas had the day
before spoken, and for an hour and a half in his trenchant and plain
manner, which all could understand, exposed the fallacies of

"Squatter Sovereignty," under the Dred Scott decision.
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Some censorious eritic may draw satisfaction in saying
that the event of giving hle eeat to this humble woman was a
plece of "acting' for effect. Not so. In his feelings towards
hies fellow-creatures, Lincoln knew no such thing as caste. His
chivalrous feelings towards woman d4id the rest!

Some years since, as the writer was paseing the residence of a
neighbor,\an elderly lady of Urbana, an old resident there, who
was an acquaintance of Mr. Lincoln, one known to him as an emigrant
from one of the Southern States, he found her in the garden upon
her knees, gathering herbs for a mess of “greene.® A familiar
salutation as to her occupation caused her to look up from under
her sun-bonnet with the exclamation, "I wae juet thinking of
Lincoln. Once he came along when I was gathering greens in the
epring, back in the fiftiees, as I am now, and sald to me, 'That's
right, Mra. K., get plenty of greens, and I will come and take
dinner with you.'" She further sald that Mr. Lincoln, at the noon
hour, 4id come and take dinner with her family, and sald she, "And
you ought to have seen him est the greens and bacon !"

These incidents are narrated to illustrate the habitual
aimplicity of the thoughte and character of the man. He never
sought to cast b&hind him, as something to be discarded and forgotten
with its associatione, that 1life to which he was born and reared.
It and hie surroundings in his childhood and young manhood, as he
well knew, had for him no lessone in jurieprudence or etatecraft,
and served no purpoese, other than to minister to hie democratic

and agrarian instinets and taates.
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Aa a lawyer in the Supreme Court and upon the circuit, he
assgoclated with such brilliant minds as Judgee Tr&af and Davis,
Leonard Swett, Usher F.Linder, 0.G.Ficklin, E.D.Bagker,0.L.Davis,
and William D.Somers, some of whom reached high positione 4n
political and professional life, all of whom were deep students of
legal and claassical literature, which encouraged in him the culti-
vation of the loglcal and measured atyle of language used by him in
conversation, in hies nddresees, and in his published papera, Hig
style of expression the ahblest eritice have deferred to se faultless.

As above briefly pictured, with the exception of three terms
as a member of the legislative body of Illinois and one term as a
member of the lower houce of Congress, Mr. Lincoln spent hie 1life
up to and until the year 1854, when he had attained the age of
forty-five. This date, so pivotal in the life of the nation, was
in his 1life no less important. At thies time Senator Douglss, an
early and successful ovponent, by hies discovery of the miafit doctrine
of "Squatter Sovereignty," furnished the opportunity for the passing
of Lincoln from a medioecre life to the eminence whieh the world
recognizes.

The logical effeect of the Kansas-Nebraska bill, which that
year became a law, was not only to organize unocecupied territory
into inchoate states of the ?eﬁeral family, but to psve the way
for the unannounced "Dred Scott" decision of the Subreme Court. 1In
appearance and according to the explanation of Douglas, it wae a
kind of local option, as applied to human slavery. It in effect eald,

Let each territory and state determine for iteelf whether or not 1t
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will enslave and make chattels of one part of its inhabitants,

who must espend their lives and devote their offepring for the
beneflt of the domineting clasa. It had in ite favor a corruption
of the prineciple uppermost in the American mind, that all power is
inherent in the people, and that s ma jority of that people muet
control; tut it fatally ignored the righte of the minority, and
falled to 1imit the power of the majority within the bounds of
humen freedom and equal righte. Whenever local option attempts to
set up s system which goes beyond the limits of morality, and
fosters a condition of immorality; or when it interferes with the
right of every man to "eat the bread his own hands have earned," it
hecomea subversive of the ende of human government. Thie in effect
the new dlacovery 41d. The wrong could be read between the lines of

that law, and go was read by Lincoln while "on the cireult." His ‘
incisive intellect saw the vulnerable point in the coat of mail

with which Douglas had clothed himself, and, like Goliath of old,

had walked forth up6on the plaine of I1linols, and with words of de-
fiance challenged the hoste of abolitionism to battle. Lincoln was

the unknown David of that day. To the challenge of the "Little

Giant," "Choose you a man for you, and let him come down to me," he
came forth, and, laying aeide the armor and political toggéry of
Whirgery with which his 013 associates would have encumbered him, he
“chose him five smooth stones out of the brook,"--the simple 1life,
human rights, truth, eonsistency, and plain talk,--and, going forth
with the aling of hie unclouded intelleet, accepted the challenge of
the bosestful gilant.
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The Philistine chieftain "disdained" the champion of the
army of right. No less than this 414 Judge Douglas to Lincoln,
when in effect he sald to him, "Am I a dog, that thou comeat to
me with ataves?" When Douglas at Galesburg, an anti-slavery town,
threatened, when he had led Lincoln down into Egypt, to warp him
to destruction, he, no less than the Philistine, in effect said
to hie humble adversary, "Come to me, and I will give thy flesh
unto the fowls of the air, and to the bessts of the field !

The seriptural parallel may be further invoked, for Linecoln,
in reply to Douglas's boastful demeanor, in effeet snid, “Thou
comest to me with a sword and with a spear, and with a shield: but
I come to thee in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the
arnies of Israel, whom thou hast defied !"

The termination of both contests above referred to was
eimilar! Truth, though championed by humble agents, will alwaye
prevail!

Recurring to the date, 1854. Lincoln first attacked Douglag's
new discovery in a speech at Springfield, delivered on October 3,
the next day after one by Douglas at the state house. This waa
follewed by another at Peoria on October 16, and on October 24 at
Urbana. To the latter the writer for the first time listened to a
political addrese from Mr. Lincoln. This speech wae in fact the
third in which he had purnosely attacked the agegreasiveness of
elavery, and indirectly at least the institution itself. The writer,
then fresh from the influences and radicslism of a childhood

training in Northern Ohio, and Oberlin, waes impatient at the reserve
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with which the speaker handled the slavery question, he scarcely
alludineg to its moral phases; but, baeing hie obj)ections to the then
- late legislation in CGongress, upon the fact that in the territory
affected by ites slavery had once and for a consideration been ex-
cluded and@ it solemnly dediecated to freedom, he ignored all moral
queetions. He there exhibited none of the freedom of criticism of
the system and of ites influence upon the nation which charscterized
his later utterances in 1856 and 1858. The reasons for this were
afterwarde obvious. He was then addreesing, not an audience of
Ohio radlecals, but one, as he well knew, made up mostly of men who
had never listened to an anti-glavery sddreen, and who were slarmed
at the name of ghbolitioniest, being mostly immigrante from elaveholding
statea. Largely they were the o0l1d Whig frizndes and adherente of
Lincoln, whom he was seeking to win ae allies sgalnet thie new, and
by 1ts plausibllity miaeleading, doctrine. To have dealt with the
slavery question then ss he d41d@ four years thereafter, when engaged
in the contest with his adversary, would have been at once to drive
from him these 0ld friends of his to the Douglee standard. He well
knew the situation and ite dsngers st that period.

From what has been learned of the astusl sentimente of Mr,
Lincoln as indicated by asome of hie eariier and unguarded ex-
pressione, at that time and for many years before then, hie real
convictione upon the morasl phases of the elavery queetion underwent
no changes from the epileode in political affaires which ca2lled him
forth in 1854. He long before then saw end apprecisted the wronge

againet humanity permitted by 1it, but wee restrained from giving
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utterance to his conviotions.

At the Bloomington convention of May 29, 1856, above referred
to, he apoke under the game guarded limitations as at Urbans, in
1854, The time had not yet come for the full utterance ef his
convietions. There too he hed before him sn scgregation of former
Democrats ~2nd Whige who se yet held but one eentiment in cormon,
that of opvosition to the legimlation oromoted by Senator Douglas,
whom he hoped, by wiee manipulation, to unite in an effective opposi-
tion. With them wae sleo another element, the anti-slsvery men from
the northern countiee, of the Lovejloy and Codding variety, willing
and anxlioue for a coalition with the former, but who=e radicalism
was to the othere 29 a red flag helﬁﬁbetore a wild bull! The Whigs
end Demoerates, bred to = Alslike for esch other, were united in o
dislike for the anti-slavery men whioh emounted in some camses to
abhorrence! Lincoln wae the laest epesker of the dey, Whigs, Demoorate
and Frea-soilere having in turn had their irnings. The then anarchy
prevailing in Kaneas, the legitimate fruit of the legicslation com-
plained of, was most largely the theme for all epeskere who preceded
him. Fresh newe that dsy received of the moat exciting snd soora-
vating character, together with the actusl presence et the convention,
ar speskers, of the ewxpelled Governor Reeder and cther exilees from
the territory, gave to all gpeakers a text from which te enlarge,
and the tonie had well been worked over, all alike coédamning the
poliey of the administration in ite deelinge with the vexed queation,
the intensity in the care of each speaker depending upon the fact

cf hie former party affiliatione. Conservative men only counreled
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abliding by law methode, while those more raldecal even justified a
resort to extreme measuree, in which Sharpe's rifies were recommended.
After the settlement of the question of a platform end of
candidates, Mr. Lincoln, who had until then been busy in the com-
mittees, wan called to the platform, and was indeed needed in
order that the excitement, then at the fever heat, be allayed. With
a coolness that contrasted with that of the econvention, he hegan
his address with a mild but well-understood rebuke of the gounseled
force of previous speskeres, telling his audience to "Wait until
November, and then to shoot paper ballote at them." Havine administered
an effective sedative to his audience, he sntered upon s most logical
and convineing arraignment of Yenator Douglas and the adminietration
of Mr. Buchanan for the condition approaching war between the
sections then prevalling in Kenaag, quite suggestive of an approaching
national c¢limax. He compared the theh ecndition of affairs in the
country with that which preceded the legislation of 1854, =nd charged
the unfortunate change, which then threatened conseauences so direful,
to the arbitions of Douglas ! Particularly d1d he deplore what the
South even then threatened, disunion of the 3tatea, and in the
severeast terms denounced the growing sentiment loocking to that con-
dition of national affaire which five yeare thereafter bhecama
effective!
His arguments left for his hearers no other econclusion than
that 2 working union of all parties opposed to Douglas snd hie
ticket, before then placed in the fileld, muet be effected. In this

speech no allusion was made which eould alarm his sonservative
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friende from the southern part of the State, while the other
element from the north end were delighted andg encouraged to find
f0o able and 1091091 an advocate against the aggreegionsof slavery.

At that time the term "Republican," aa a party designation,
had been but 1little ueed in I71inoie, and that by the free-eo0il
element only. The convention had be=n called as an "Anti-Nebraeka
Convention"; and by thie designation only from an abundance of
caution, 414 Lincoln allude to it in hle aspeech. He wieely knew
that hies conservative friende hed gathered there, not purnoeely to
commit themeelves to whatever might be brought forth by the gathering,
but rather with a mental reservation which would permit their aup-
port or opposition to ite work, accordine as they might asee it when
completed; and that to alarm them mlght etart a etampede which would
result in complete defeat. Hence hie caution and moderation.

Ag eleewhere indicated, the eventes and result® of thie memorable
convention firmly fixed the poeition of Mr., Lincoln as the lesder
of the new party in Illinoles. Hise ability, wiedom, and moderation
well marked him ae the man to lead the oppoeition to Senator Douglasg,
and thia, from thie time henceforth, he d1d, by unanimous anproval.

Douglas and Lincoln as competitors in the politieal field began
their conteatsg many yeare before this, when both were but beginners
in the profeeeion of the law in adjoining countiees, and were likewiee
both membera of the legirlative body. Few of the atate camnaigne which
took vlace between the years 1836 and 1860 but they ~ocontested upon
the game territory for vereonal ana politiecel nuccegs;nbenlﬁen con-

tending together in behalf of cliente in the Sunpreme and Circuit
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courts. It wae no new experience with them when, in 1858, by the
action of thelr parties, they were made the champions for each
unon the only isrue which at that day divided them. Each knew
the other thoroughly, and both entered the contest with a full
knowledge of what he had to meet. Douglag had the advantace in
having at all timees before 1860 met with success, except in one
conteat, that for a seat in the Lower Houee of Congress, for he be-
came Attorney-General for the State at the age of twenty-two; a judge
of the $u§reme Court at the age of twenty-eight: a member of Congress
at the age of thirty; a United States Senator at the age of thirty-
three, and a formidable candidate for the preeideney at the age of
thirty-nine. Before that age he had a well-earned reputation as an
able politician in nationsl affaire, while Mr. Lineoln had, until
1860, been with the losing party in hie etate, and had been a princinal
actor in ite many defeats.

These contests bétween thre champione which began upon sand for
S0 Many years raged over the prairies of I11inoile, and which have
glven to the political and historical literature of the country
eome of 1ts brightect pages, ended, aas every echool-boy knowe, at
the doors of the White Houre, with Lincoln ss the guccesaful one
at laet, and with Douplas at death'sa door, for he pacged away within
five monthe after takine part in the inauguration of Preeident Lincoln,
having with hie dyine breath spoken patriotic worde of cheer and
encouragement to hile succeesful rival in hie encounter with eeceseion

and rebellion, which had been hastened perhape by theipr conteet in
I114noiea.

]
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It 1a claimed above that to the pereonal peculiarities in the
character of Mr. Lincoln, a love of Juestice, and a conscientious
adherence to truth, he owed hie final succeas. All thie he posa-
eeceed In his earlier 1life, when he actively advocated the economrmic
doctrines of the Whig party and when he always went down to defeat.
But when, in addition to this, hie 1lipe hsd been touched with the
fires from humanity's altar, and he became the champion of human
freedom, he triumphed, once for all, over hie rivsl, and the world

looked upon him with wonder and delight !
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